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At the end of March, the German Federal Foreign Office and adelphi picked
up on the new momentum in transatlantic climate policy: 90 representatives
from business, research and civil society discussed perspectives on the
Transatlantic Climate Bridge established in 2008. Key areas of collaboration
include a transatlantic business dialogue on climate neutrality, expanded
efforts on research policy exchange, and broad engagement of subnational
efforts to implement long-term decarbonization strategies. It holds true for
both the transatlantic climate dialogue and global climate policy: "A little
more conversation, tremendously more action!"
Introduction
A common starting point for transatlantic climate cooperation in the coming
years: this is how high-ranking diplomats assessed the online forum on the
prospects for future cooperation among Germany, Canada and the United
States. Hinrich Thölken, Commissioner for Energy and Climate Foreign
Policy and Digital Transformation at the German Federal Foreign Office,
emphasised the need for new channels for mutual learning and a shared
cross-national pioneering spirit in the same vein as Silicon Valley.
The important role that a transatlantic climate bridge can play was also
emphasised by Robin S. Quinville, Chargée d'Affaires a.i, of the U.S.
Embassy in Berlin. The acronym TCB (Transatlantic Climate Bridge) could
also stand for "taking care of business" - not only in reference to Elvis
Presley, but also because the U.S. has resolved under the new
administration to place the task of climate protection at the centre of its
policies.
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Supported by:

H.E. Stéphane Dion, Canada's ambassador to Germany and Canada's
special envoy to the European Union and Europe, highlighted the potential
leverage of transatlantic economic partners: 92 of the 100 largest clean-tech
companies are located in the transatlantic region. This transatlantic climate
cooperation can also send a strong geostrategic signal - especially toward
China, the largest CO2 emitter.
In addition to forms of governmental cooperation, for example in the context
of bilateral energy partnerships, the forum addressed broad societal
cooperation, which focused on innovations by business, research and civil
society, for example at the subnational level. The field of challenges and
potential solutions turned out to be extremely complex, as a survey of the 90
participants made clear.

S.E. Stéphane Dion, Canada’s
Ambassador to Germany
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What do they see as the top priority of transatlantic climate cooperation? – Participant’s
answers

Experiences
With Vera Rodenhoff from the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Judith Neumann from
the German Embassy in Washington and Nora Löhle from the Heinrich Böll Foundation North America,
a rich spectrum of experiences of transatlantic climate cooperation could be brought together. Already
since 2008, the TCB has been supporting the cooperation among the U.S., Canada and Germany. In
numerous dialogue formats, topics such as a just transition, local climate action, emissions trading and
the equitable design of the coal phase-out are considered.
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Through these exchanges, several partnerships and close collaborations have
already been initiated to find common solutions, e.g. between North RhineWestphalia and Alberta on structural change and sustainable business. The
exchange between West Virginia and German partners is another example of
a particularly relevant topic: Climate Justice / Just Transition. In Germany, the
focus here is particularly on coal regions, while in the U.S. discourse,
environmental justice includes all those who suffer from climate change and
pollution in their entirety, especially marginalised groups.
This cooperation across all levels helps to ensure that climate policy is pursued
and implemented in a concrete way. Along with Canada, the U.S. is once again
broadly positioned to do this. President Biden made a number of decisions early
in his administration, including important environmental, climate and energyrelated decisions. Executive Orders were issued on clean energy by 2035, reentry into the Paris Agreement, and a net-zero economy by 2050, among
others. President Biden also put on the agenda the enactment of a border
moratorium to stop oil and gas licensing, which would put 30% of land in the
U.S. under protection. Climate protection is being pursued as a "whole of
government approach." This means that the topic of climate change runs
through all ministries, e.g. also the Pentagon and the Ministry of Finance. Thus,
the approach is pursued with the goal that climate must be considered in all
important decisions - and this is a strong and important signal.

Vera Rodenhoff, Judith
Neumann and Nora Löhle
(from top to bottom)

Further promoting international exchange among civil society groups is a © adelphi
priority of the Transatlantic Climate Bridge. In the U.S., movements like the
Sunrise Movement have helped make climate protection a relevant campaign issue. Topics such as
climate-neutral industries or divestment trends are thus put on the agenda. Germany, for its part, can
set a good example by sharing experiences on the energy transition, passive houses, the circular
economy, recycling or public transport. The exchange of civil society can also lead to better acceptance
of government and long-term goals being addressed in a substantial way.

Impulses
Sabine Nallinger (Executive Director, Stiftung 2 Grad), Dr. Karsten Hess (Deputy Head of Division,
Department "Global Change - Climate, Biodiversity," Federal Ministry of Education and Research
(BMBF)), and Agnes Schönfelder (Head of Department Climate Protection, City of Mannheim,
Spokesperson Green Deal Mannheim, Managing Director Climate Protection Agency Mannheim)
provided food for thought from the three perspectives of business, research and civil society. Afterwards,
the participants took the opportunity to directly exchange experiences and possibilities for action in the
three areas in working groups together with the experts.
The priorities of a transatlantic climate bridge in the coming years will be strongly influenced by the great
commitment of business and civil society. The 2 Degrees Foundation illustrates how resolutely many
companies are backing the opportunities of the Green Deal and are determined to implement climate
neutrality. 2021 will be marked by the UN Climate Conference in Glasgow, whose success can also be
promoted by a strong transatlantic climate alliance. In order to jointly identify the conditions for achieving
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transformation, additional dialogue structures are needed, also to discuss
possible approaches such as border adjustment measures.
In terms of research policy, the signs are also pointing to change. President
Biden has made climate change one of the priorities in the context of science.
The multi-layered research efforts in the German research landscape on the
consequences of climate change but also on questions of climate economics
to innovative solutions for the transformation challenge - for example, with a
view to green hydrogen or sustainable mobility infrastructures – would be
fruitful entry points.

THE
PRIORITIES
… OF A
TRANSATLANTIC
CLIMATE BRIDGE IN
THE COMING YEARS
WILL BE STRONGLY
INFLUENCED BY THE
GREAT COMMITMENT
OF BUSINESS AND
CIVIL SOCIETY

Finally, a key pillar of transatlantic climate policy can be cooperation at the
subnational level – and here especially at the city level. As the city of
Mannheim shows, cities with ambitious goals can be major drivers in achieving
climate neutrality. A variety of exchange formats already exists, such as the
Intelligent Cities initiative, in which more than 100 cities from Europe and the
U.S. have joined forces. This and other formats enable peer-to-peer
exchanges – and the new relevance of digital dialogues under pandemic
conditions can further intensify this broad engagement of local experiences in
the context of the transatlantic climate bridge.
Highlights from the interactive working groups
→

In the working group on business and economy, the topics discussed
were green recovery, possible border adjustment taxes, and the
importance of a just transition. In addition, new initiatives in the area of
industry dialogues and a larger-scale business dialogue on climate
neutrality and competitiveness, for example in the form of a business
round table, were suggested.

→ In the group discussion on research policy priorities, research on
green hydrogen, e-mobility and carbon sequestration were identified as
areas of cooperation. As an important overarching research area, the
societal transformation process should provide opportunities for various
initiatives to bring it closer to the broader society and to help educate
through dialogue.
→ The working group on subnational engagement gathered a wide range
of ideas for dialogue opportunities, including a triangular collaboration
between Dortmund, Pittsburgh, and Vancouver on climate-smart food. It
was suggested to systematise this cooperation in order to improve
coordination - also on the German side – and to use synergies in
transatlantic cooperation among the German cities.
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Outlook
The forum made clear that a number of important research and innovation topics can be addressed and
advanced in the transatlantic context, and that this is also necessary to achieve a climate-neutral
transformation path. The aim here cannot be to allow competition to arise; instead, cooperation should
be promoted and synergies exploited. In the coming months, this work package around economic
dialogue, conditions for a just transition and the involvement of civil society movements in policy-making
must be further tied up and implemented with determination. In the end, this also means "A little more
conversation and please tremendously more action!"

Imprint
The Climate Diplomacy initiative and this publication are supported by the German Federal Foreign
Office.
adelphi is a leading independent think tank and public policy consultancy on climate, environment and
development. Our mission is to improve global governance through research, dialogue and consultation.
We offer demand-driven, tailor-made services for sustainable development, helping governments,
international organizations, businesses and non-profits design strategies for addressing global
challenges.
Authors:
Dennis Tänzler and Katarina Schulz,adelphi
Layout:
Katarina Schulz and Henriette Reinhardt, adelphi
Legal Notice
Published by adelphi research gGmbH
For the texts in this publication, adelphi grants a license under the terms of Creative Commons
Attribution-NoDerivatives 4.0 International. You may reproduce and share the licensed material if you
name adelphi as follows: "© adelphi, CC-BY ND 4.0". Photographs and graphics are not covered by this
license. In case of doubt please contact adelphi prior to reusing the material.
adelphi research gGmbH
Alt-Moabit 91
10559 Berlin
Germany
T: + 49 30 89 000 68-0
F: + 49 30 89 000 68-10
E: office@adelphi.de
I: www.adelphi.de
© adelphi 2021

EVENT SUMMARY: TRANSATLANTIC CLIMATE BRIDGE -ONLINE FORUM 5 | 5

